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PREFACE 

 

I have been a resident of Birmingham since 1966. This city has given me 40 years of dedicated 

employment and now in retirement, I am able to focus on what I see to be environmentally 

desirable and within the scope of the criteria of Conservation Area designation. In 1972 I moved to 

Lee Crescent, B15 and saw a street of terraced Georgian houses that were in a terrible state of 

repair. I invited Dame Jill Knight to visit; she came, she saw and the street was listed and made into a 

Conservation Area in 1974.  

This paper has arisen because of discovering that during what we perceive to be an inappropriate 

application for the destruction of The Flapper pub and the erection of a 12-storey block of 66 flats on 

the edge of Cambrian Wharf. There appeared to be a nonchalant disregard by the application in the 

damaging proximity to the Grade 2 Listed mews cottages called Kingston Row with the proposed 

stance being supported by paid professional reports implying there ‘would be little impact’.  This was 

a view we clearly objected to. It then became apparent that if the area had fallen within a 

Conservation Area, more protection would be afforded. Subsequently, research demonstrated very 

few kilometres of Birmingham canals are protected by conservation and some of those that are 

designated are neglected. This travesty seems to be a disease of Birmingham while other places with 

canals have been more fortunate and forward-thinking being able to afford decent protection; e.g. 

Manchester. 

I wrote to our elected councillors earlier this year suggesting designation would be a positive stroke 

for the city but after two emails I have been ignored with not even an acknowledgement.  

 

I an enthusiastic amateur and this is my personal view for which I make no apology but as a member 

of the public who feels passionately about the historic value of Birmingham, this paper is intended to 

act as a discussion document with the Planning & Development Unit of Birmingham City Council, 

Canal & River Trust, National Trust, Historic England, relevant elected politicians in an attempt to up-

grade and protect the canal routes and areas along them for the prosperity of the city. I have used 

photographs to exemplify my points of view and to reduce words. “A wise man once said a photo is 

worth a thousand words”. 

Dr. Ted Hiscock 

01.08.2018 
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“BIRMINGHAM IS FAMED FOR HAVING MORE MILES OF CANALS 

THAN VENICE YET ONLY 8% ARE IN CONSERVATION AREAS – THIS 

PAPER PROPOSES TO DEMONSTRATE THE NEED TO INCREASE THIS 

TO 30% BY CREATING SPECIFIC CANAL AREAS OF DESIGNATION” 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. Historic England proposes that canals form a perfect example for Conservation Areas 

considering their historic transport links and environs {Ref: 1} 

2. The Historic basis of the canals and this city is poorly appreciated. There is a serious need 

to remind ourselves of their vital previous life.                                                                                                                                                                             

3. The Daily Telegraph has shown {Ref. 14} that there are more boats on the British Canals 

today than when they were being used during the Industrial Revolution. They are a 

massively unappreciated asset to Birmingham. 

4. The designation of a conservation area seeks to ‘preserve and enhance the special 

architectural or historic interest’ of that area. [Sect. 69 Planning (Listed Buildings & 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990]. {Ref. 2 & 3} 

5. Aspects of Conservation as defined by Birmingham City Council [BCC]. {Ref. 2, 3, 4, 18} 

6. Birmingham has 30 designated Conservation Areas scattered through the city, the last one, 

Greenfield Road, Harborne having been designated in 2009. {Ref. 3} There was a review by 

Birmingham City Council of its Conservations Areas in 2017 with some recommendation 

for changes; possible de-designation of 2 areas and designation of a further 2 areas. {Ref. 2 

& 3} 

7. “Each of the 30 Conservation Areas in Birmingham is unique and reflects the city’s rich and 

diverse heritage. “ {Ref. 4} There is no area of Birmingham that fulfils these criteria better 

than the canals that passthrough it as a lifeblood. 

8. In line with Historic England’s advice on Local Listing, “local listing provides an opportunity 

for communities to have their views on local heritage heard”, it is proposed to ask the 

Principal Conservation Officer Planning Officer of the Planning & Regeneration Unit {6} for 

his guidance 

9. Greater Manchester received a review of its canal network in 2014 and has the Greater 

Manchester Heritage Partnership Agreement {Ref. 5} 

10. There are about 56km of canal in the city of Birmingham (1), yet only 4.7km (8.4%) pass 

through four of the 30 designated Birmingham Conservation Areas Ref. {3}. 



11. No part of the Birmingham network of canals is specifically designated a Conservation 

Area {Ref. 2 & 3}, unlike other cities of the UK, London, Manchester and Worcester. 

12. Many parts of the canals are depressed, deprived of investment and frightening no-go 

areas for pedestrians and boaters and are subject to ‘Vandalism by Neglect’. 

13. In the last two decades, Birmingham Canal Network has seen extensive modern and 

prosaic architecture along the central areas that do not ‘preserve or enhance the historic 

interest’ of these important unique waterways. What seems wore is that they have been 

permitted to create urban canyons of intimidating dark passages for boaters and 

pedestrians. {Personal observation & opinion} 

14. Developers are attempting destruction of the fabric of the city’s Heritage using ‘Vandalism 

by Consent’ of the limited margins of the central canals  

15. It would seem that with BCC’s complex starvation of funds is under pressure to look 

leniently on modern proposals that will bring revenue on all fronts at the expense of the 

ethos and fabric of the canal edges, which will become obscured and forgotten unless 

conservation is created. 

16. The Commonwealth Games are coming to Birmingham in 2022 with the potential of 

millions of visitors to the West Midlands. Are we going to sit with red faces of 

embarrassment at the state of the waterways? 

17. HS2 is a lever to development and sensitive conservation of the Digbeth Loop over which 

the new rail system will cross 

18. It is proposed to request that the Planning & Development Unit follows the policies and 

guidance of the Conservation Principles document of Historic England {7} and looks 

favourably on a scheme to start urgent conservation of the integrity of the canal network 

of the West Midlands, either as a city or a regional wide scheme as in Manchester {Ref. 5} 

19. Proposal to clean up the canals by city-led schemes 

20. The Secretary of State for National Heritage has powers to designate in exceptional 

circumstances – usually where the area is of more than local interest {Ref. 1} 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EVALUATION OF BIRMINGHAM CANAL NETWORK FOR CONSERVATION 

 

A. HISTORIC ENGLAND OVERVIEW 
1. In 2008 English Heritage produced a document entitled “Conservation Principles, Policies & 

Guidance”, {Ref. 7} with a Foreword by its Chairman, Lord Bruce-Lockhart, “Over time, 

and in conjunction with legislative reform and improving capacity in the 

sector, we hope that the document will help to create a progressive 

framework for managing change in the historic environment that is clear 

in purpose and sustainable in its application – constructive 

conservation.” Subsequently, in 2015, English Heritage changed its name to Historic 

England [HE].  

 

From its pages in this document, the criteria for Conservation Areas are clearly set out. [See 

APPENDIX 3 – Historic England Overview]. Conservation was defined as “the process of 

managing change to a significant place in its setting in ways that will 

best sustain it heritage values, while recognising opportunities to reveal 

or reinforce those values for present and future generations.”  

The outline principles of the HE Paper are : 

1. Understanding the Values: 

 Evidential: the potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity. 

Historical: the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be connected through a 

place to the present 

Aesthetic: the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a place 

Communal: the meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their 

collective experience or memory. 

 

2. Assessing Heritage significance 

Fabric & Evolution:  An understanding of the of the place  

Identification: who values the place and why 

Relationship: Heritage Values & Fabric 

Relative Importance:  of identified values 

Contribution: Associated Objects & Collections, settings & context 

Comparison: with other like places  

Articulation: Significance of the place 

 

3. Managing Change to Significant Places 

Impact of Potential Change: Is there sufficient information 

Authenticity & Integrity: Consideration of effects 

Sustainability:  

Potential Reversibility: of Changes 

Comparing Options: Can decisions be made? 

Mitigation: Application 



Monitoring & Evaluation: Outcomes 

Within the context of the central canals of Birmingham, all these criteria can be justified and found 

justifiable.  Leaving them as they are with the serious dangers of being dealt mortal blows is not! 

HE states that “Changes which would harm the heritage value of a significant place should be 

unacceptable”. There follows a list of exceptions when changes are necessary, unavoidable, or the 

public benefit decisively outweighs the harm to the values of the place. None of which we can see as 

valid for the canal network of Birmingham.  

(i). Application of HE Principles to BCN.  An strong example of where these credentials clearly apply 

are in the case of The Flapper Pub site on Cambrian Basin. (See Appendix 4).  

If the HE criteria are considered within the context of Birmingham and its canal network, 

Birmingham Canal Network [BCN], it is apparent that attention needs to be focused now and in the 

immediate future to protect the fabric of the arteries that enabled the world-wide industrial 

revolution to occur. Without construction of the extensive network of canals that were deliberately 

constructed to permeate this great and pioneering city and its associated neighbours in the West 

Midlands, the industrial revolution would have been stifled at its start. The towpaths of the canals 

that previously felt the pounding of pony hooves are now enjoyed for leisure (fishing, walking and 

cycling). Added to which, the waters permit endless pleasure for boaters of every kind as well as 

being a home for permanent boat residents and a modicum of remaining commerce. A third 

dimension of these arterial routes is the richness of the ecology that continues to improve year on 

year. The work of the Canal & River Trust charity [CRT] is a vanguard in the evolutional progress  

keeping our waterways viable today.  

   
A heron on the Soho Loop 2018    Blackberries growing freely by Aston Lock Junction 

(ii) A Little History. The names of Matthew Boulton, Josiah Wedgewood, James Watt and many 

other industrial pioneers are synonymous with this conurbation, but their work would have been 

seriously curtailed had the contemporary genius of  the engineers, James Brindley and Thomas 

Telford not been working alongside, facilitating arrival of raw materials and the removal of the 

finished goods.  Modern society forgets the impact that these genius brains of the 18th and 19th 

centuries had upon the Industrial Revolution, the creation and sustenance of the Empire and what 

extraordinary worldly pioneers they really were. It is only correct that a memorial to their fore-sight 



and genius is maintained for posterity. In Birmingham, we have the greatest accolade to their 

achievements; the longevity of their work converted from industrial need to leisure and improved 

environment  However, it should be better maintained. 

Historic England’s Local Listing paper {Ref. 6} highlights the importance of “increasing community 

involvement in managing the historic environment” and 

 “At its heart, local listing provides an opportunity for communities to have their 

views on local heritage heard ….. recognises that the importance we place on 

the historic environment extends beyond the confines of the planning system to 

recognise those community-based values that contribute to our sense of place. 

This includes involving communities in drafting the selection criteria used to 

judge the suitability of an asset for inclusion on the local heritage list, along 

with a role in nominating assets for addition to the list”. 

 

B. BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL PERSPECTIVE  
In a reality check, Joe Holyoak in an article in the Birmingham Post, 25th August 2016, wrote: 

“Birmingham’s conservation areas only work if residents are on side” {Ref: 10}.  

This is a depressing reflection on the lack of public pride in its heritage and lost priorities but within 

the context of the canal system, this domestic apathy is likely to be a minor obstacle, with the large 

number of residents who have moved into the city centre for the very reason they are proud of this 

amazing heritage and are interested in its future. 

Ten years ago, it was recorded by Richard Alleyne in his headline in the Daily Telegraph: “Canal 

holidays booming as more boats on waterways than Industrial Revolution” {Ref. 

14} 

Birmingham City council [BCC] in its December 2016 paper ‘Heritage Assets’ {Ref. 4} asks the 

important question:  

“What is a conservation area?” then continues to expand its answer by declaring “The 

aim of designating conservation areas is to protect those buildings and space 

which make a positive contribution to the area’s character, and to ensure 

that any new development is undertaken sympathetically.”.  

There is no greater asset this city possesses today than its canal network. But, the canals are only 

partially designated. Why only 8% of their length? 

In the same BCC paper, Article 4 Direction is explained as being the: 

 “mechanism which the Council can use to control minor alterations to avoid a 

cumulative erosion of the character of a Conservation Area [CA].”  

This tool has recently been suggested for a couple of the existing CAs that the city authorities have 

failed to monitor, so that they are now unrecognisable with material modernisation of the details 



that define the reasons for conservation; e.g. PVC windows and doors, removal of front walls and 

gardens to permit off-street parking, removal of chimney stacks. Joseph Austin’s village he created 

for his workforce is sadly, a prime example. {Ref: 2 & 3}. This is Vandalism by Neglect (See below). 

 

C. Other Canals designated Conservation Area. 
A quick ‘Google’ search of canals nationally that are already CAs, revealed nine being easily 

identified in only half an hour: 

• Basingstoke Canal at Woking 

• Blaby 

• Grand Union Canal, London Hammersmith 

• Regents Canal, Hackney, London 

• Hanwell Conservation; St Marks Church & Canal 

• Leeds – Liverpool Canal 

• Fradley Junction, Lichfield 

• Greater Manchester Canals; Heritage Partnership Agreement 

• South Staffs – Shropshire Union, Stourbridge, Staffs & Worcester 

• Staffordshire & Worcester Canal Conservation Area, Wyre Forest 

 

Manchester has had a concerted attempt to not only save its canals as Conservation Areas but has 

managed to bring the whole network under the care and auspices of a Greater Manchester 

programme. {Ref. 5}. Furthermore, Lynn Peglar, in January 2016, { Ref. 19} wrote an article in the 

Manchester Evening News, which was succinctly summarised in the headline: 

 

“Manchester – Venice of the North: How canals helped make our city and are 

key to its booming future.”  
 

What a clear statement of pride from our eternal rival city in the North! 

 

D. Vandalism by Neglect & Consent. 
 Why is the extensive BCN not in the list of places displaying their pride in their canals? We have the 

most concentrated collection of waterways in this country. Historically and culturally, one of the 

most important and the network is still in reasonable condition, (thanks to CRT).  

VANDALISM BY CONSENT. There is the threat of avaricious developers being permitted to build 

schemes that overload the canal environment with tasteless residential units that flagrantly spit in 

the face of heritage preservation. (See Appendix 4; The Flapper site & Cambrian Basin).  These often 

obsolete architectural structures tower over the ecological waterways, turning them into dark urban 

canyons, areas of ‘no-go’, havens for drug addiction, fly-tipping and antisocial behaviour rendering 

these Heritage sites as lost causes of little potential value. 

 



   
Modern urban canyons – Too high & producing dark corridors along canal routes. 

 

VANDALISM BY NEGLECT. There are areas of the canal system in this city, where Grade 2 Listed items 

and properties rot, decay and finally fall apart, often beyond repair. E.g. the Canal Crane (to the NE 

of The Flapper pub), that fell in 2016, was not missed as it lay in a pile of rusting metal like a dead 

elephant. The danger of the sharp rusting metal piled on the ground seemed not important until we 

told our councillors, when it was removed and has never been seen again. 

 

 
1969 when newly erected Grade 2 Listed Crane - DISAPPEARED 

 

 

E. CURRENT STATE OF THE BIRMINGHAM CANALS – THE GOOD, BAD & 

DOWNRIGHT UGLY. 

(i). The Good 

Throughout its 2.6km route in Edgbaston CA, the Birmingham and Worcester passes through some 

of the most beautiful and mature ecological environment. Bilateral established edges and margins, 

mature deciduous trees, well-maintained private properties form the basis of conservation in this 

ward, but it must be recognised that much of the towpath and canal are within the urban leasehold 

care of Calthorpe Estate, an organisation very proud of its estate and therefore strict with 

covenanting its tenants into caring for their properties and boundaries. This canal is very popular 

with boaters and the towpath as a route to and from the University, itself a well-maintained 

environment conforming to its Grade 2 status of the ‘Parks and Gardens of special historic interest 

[List Entry 1001483]’ {Ref. 12}.  Gas Street is a magnificent working museum of intriguing activity, 

worthy of Conservation status. Previously, this was a joint funding project, but it is believed BCC 

pulled its finance a few years ago. The undesignated canal of the Commercial Hub around 



Brindleyplace is already well-maintained, clean and cared-for under the auspices of the 

Brindleyplace organisation: however, currently not in a CA. The city-centre waterways receive 

valuable and thorough daily cleaning by  CRT using a specific refuse boat, Aquarius’.   

   
Birmingham & Worcester Canal passes through Edgbaston CA          Well-maintained Brindley Place, currently outside a CA 

An important evolutionary feature of the canal routes is the regeneration of wild life. Apart from the 

excellent replanting by CRT of herbaceous insect-attracting plants centrally, the abundance of fish in 

the water and settled bird presence is a joy. There are the obvious water birds, but Herons abound 

and clearly indigenous along the Birmingham & Wolverhampton Canal and Soho Loop, where 

Kingfishers and Greater Spotted Woodpeckers have also taken up residence. It is a well-known fact 

that the BT Tower has been home to Peregrine Falcons for some years and the city’s pigeon 

population is being curtailed by the diligent perseverance of Sparrow Hawks. Most little birds are 

equally present in canal-side gardens; Green Finches, Gold Finches, all forms of Tits, Wrens, Robins, 

Blackbirds, Thrushes (both Mistle & Song) to name but a few. This wild life is an important part of 

conservation. 

   
Water planting creates green corridors      Daily Cleaning of the city centre canals by CRT 

 

Parts of the canal system have charm that occurs because of their age and permanence. Cambrian 

Basin and the top four locks of the Farmer’s Flight have a place in the landmarks of Birmingham as 

Big Ben in London but have no designation as Conservation Area, Why? 

  



   
  Top four locks of Farmer’s Flight      The park of Civic Close at Cambrian Basin 

(ii). The Bad 

There are parts of this city where Vandalism by Neglect seems to be the culprit for the state of the 

waterway edges. One stretch of this sad state is the length of Birmingham and Fazeley Canal that lies 

between Summer Row and Snowhill Station bridge, with the latter being the pinnacle of despair. By 

an amazing paradox, this short stretch of extraordinarily complex Victorian engineering falls into the 

Jewellery Quarter Conservation Area, (subject to all the criteria of HE & BCC) which demonstrates 

that it does require conscious awareness and maintenance to avoid de-designation through 

Vandalism by Neglect. {Ref. 2}  

 

Adjacent to Barker Bridge on the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal are listed building (on the left of the 

photo) that are Grade 2 listed, [37 & 38 Princip Street {List UIB 1219996}, a status seemingly ignored 

while the towpath edge is a dump of filth, excrement, devastation and Graffiti. It is a sinister area for 

walking alone. It seems pointless to make spot listings of isolated building if nothing is done to 

preserve, maintain or have a focal point; nor is it sane to expect residents of the city and tourists to 

travel along dirty, neglected towpaths and streets to access them. 

 

 
Grade 2 Barker Bridge sits in a sad setting of neglect & filth (currently outside a CA).. 



 

 
Historic tunnel has been isolated by restricted access (Vandalism by Consent) and is now a haven for Graffiti and urination 

 The Edgbaston to Engine Arm conduit parallel to the Birmingham & 

Wolverhampton Canal high on the bank by Winson Green Bridge. UNLISTED 

   
These two photos are in JEWELLERY QUARTER CONSERVATION AREA. Is this really the true interpretation of conservation? 



As already stated; where is: 

 
The Grade 2 LISTED crane to the North East of The Flapper pub that fell down a couple of years ago? And?  

   
The sculpture that was placed for a short time to the North West of Symphony Court?  

 

(iii). The Downright Ugly 

  
Soho Loop towpath dumped with rubbish  Lazy canal edge finish by developer 

 

  
Graffiti abounds everywhere!   Rubbish & drug habit kit is left around indiscriminately 

 



 
Ubiquitous jettisoned rubbish. Is it surprising we see rats everywhere? 

 

   
These Graffiti are at the start of The Jewellery Quarter Conservation Area in central Birmingham 

 

 

F. EXISTING BIRMINGHAM CONSERVATION AREAS WITH CANALS 
There are short lengths of canal that stray through Conservation Areas within the city, 600m in the 

Jewellery Quarter, Warwick Bar, 1.5km with the greatest length (2.6km) and most successful, 

passing through Edgbaston, where, co-incidentally perhaps, Calthorpe Estate run their leases with 

strict discipline. Thus, a total of 4.7km out of a reputed 56km {Ref. 17, 20} still within the city.  Some 

of the neglected parts of the canal network in Birmingham are those already mentioned in 

conservation areas: a further example of Vandalism by Neglect. All these isolated strips are shouting 

for help and investment in infrastructure. Maybe with the advent of HS2 arriving in Birmingham, 

some of these parts in that vicinity will be seen to benefit from this major transport advent.  

    

(i). Jewellery Quarter CA [See Appendix 2 Map] embraces the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal (built 

1783) {Ref. 9} for a short distance but the designation ceases at its northern end under the arches of 

the main railway line entering Snow Hill Station. In engineering terms, this area is very impressive 

and a credit to its Victorian builders. Sadly, it is also a walkway of intimidation for pedestrians and 

boaters who pass beneath the cathedral-like dimensions of this voluminous bridge work. It is always 

dirty, possesses an aroma of a cocktail of human excrement and alcohol and a site of repeated 

graffiti; not an area for lingering. A few meters away, a brave wall painting of ‘Welcome to 

Birmingham, centre of the Canal Network’ is tempered with this atmosphere of despair – Shameful 

Utter neglect! What more can CRT do? 



 

     
Underneath the arches of Snow Hill Station  Aston Locks 

Beyond this point there is then a stretch of 1km of canal going northeast that seems forgotten and 

again contaminated with rubbish. The Aston flight of locks is a well-preserved span, if a spot isolated 

as the Digbeth Loop turns away to the southeast. Lock No 7 is LISTED. 

 

(ii). Digbeth Loop constitutes 1.5km of sad-state canal (dating from 1799) {Ref. 9}  but renovation is 

hopefully coming with its margins being developed in what appears to be sensitive architecture set 

back from the canal edges giving space, light and comfort. There are only 500m of canal within this 

CA. 

 
HS2 has brought tasteful canal side development north of Ashted tunnel 

 

(iii). Warwick Bar is a continuation of the Digbeth Loop, embracing part of the Grand Union Canal 

(dating from 1796) {Ref. 9} and it has undergone some renovation within the CA. The 1.5km of canal 

margins still need a great deal of attention before boaters and pedestrians will feel safe here. 

 
Neglect south of the Ashted Tunnel (IN CONSERVATION AREA) 



 
There is a smattering of Grade 2 listed properties in this vicinity that complement the CA listing 

 

(iv). Edgbaston CA has the greatest and most successful 2.6km length of canal in the city; the 

Birmingham & Worcester Canal, dating from 1796 {Ref. 9) is well-maintained by the residents 

(whose properties back on to the canal), CRT, Calthorpe Estates and the University of Birmingham. It 

could be suggested that a good idea would be to extend the CA along the canal to Bristol Road and 

then to embrace the Lapal Canal Project and Selly Oak Park. This whole area has been changed over 

the recent years with the advent of the large nucleus of medical services on the QE and University 

sites and is naturally very mature and conserved.  

 

 

     
Approaching the Vale, University of Birmingham (Park of Historic Interest) 

In 1989, Richard Dean made an intensive survey of the BCN, hand drew and published a thorough 

map of the system with extraordinary precision. This map forms an excellent basis to appreciate the 

wealth of the BCN with dates of creation, all existing navigable waters, dates of destruction, sites of 

locks and industrial relevance. It is truly a work of art. {Ref. 9} 



G. Richard DEAN Maps (1989) 

   
 

    
Historical Map of the Birmingham Canals; [1989] Richard Dean (amended EH) 

 

Copies of Dean’s maps are reproduced here with amendment to demonstrate the evolutionary 

effects on the Birmingham and Wolverhampton Canal in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. How 

many travellers along this major waterway appreciate that the original Brindley route followed level 

contours winding through the industrial heartlands? When Telford, with greater technical skills and 

understanding, ignored these principles and pushed the newly cut route as a straight line, but failed 

to appreciate the power of the imminent railway being constructed alongside. 

    

 

 

 

 



H. PROPOSAL 
• In 2022, the Commonwealth Games come to this city bringing thousands of extra visitors. 

Already, Glasgow and Gold Coast, Australia have both told the city that it is a wonderful and 

worthwhile experience and will bring prosperity. 

• However, currently, Birmingham is a mess of building sites, litter is everywhere, rough 

sleepers who beg day and night have become the norm, the canals are a dumping ground for 

supermarket trolleys, fast food containers and Graffiti. Few seem to notice or care. This may 

seem harsh but unless mentioned, sensitivities to such factors become dulled. 

• Already Birmingham is reputed to be the most visited city outside London; visitors come and 

like what they see but do they go away mumbling “What a dirty place it is”?  

• Can we not find some pride to clean this city, maintain the cleanliness and have leadership 

from the city council and inner-city residents who love living here? This applies to our 

greatest asset; the canals. This proposal suggests that the central city canals are placed in a 

total designated Conservation Areas; Perhaps “Birmingham Central Canal Conservation 

Area”. They fulfil all the HE criteria and such a proposal would establish a target to aim for 

prior to the Commonwealth Games.  

• It would provide a blueprint for the city to focus on restoring self-respect for the 

environment that makes Birmingham great.   

• It would be not only for the short period leading up to the Games but be a permanent 

accolade for the city. 

• It would only extend the canals under conservation by 12km thus taking the total city 

network under designated Conservation Area to 17km (30% of the acknowledged lengths of 

city’s navigable canals). {Ref. 20}. Those affected would be: 

• Birmingham & Wolverhampton  2.5km 

o Icknield Loop   1.25km 

o Soho Loop    2.25km 

• Birmingham & Fazeley   2.25km 

• Digbeth Loop    0.75km     

• Birmingham & Worcester    3km  

• TOTAL      12.0KM  

 

o If the Lapal Canal from Selly Oak (by Battery Park junction) to Weoley Castle were to 

be included, a further 2.25km would be added. 

 

The first appendix is a more detailed analysis of the Historic England recommendation for 

Conservation Areas. Appendices 2, 3 4, are three examples of existing canals and specific canal 

areas. These are referenced with maps, existing Grade 2 Listed properties and features of historic 

interest within their vicinities. These properties naturally enrich the CAs and should give more 

credence to the notion. It will be necessary to ‘genuinely’ protect those listed by the existing 

legislation and not permit them to fall into disrepair. Some properties of interest that lack being 

listed but sit aside others that are designated, are noted for recommendation.  

 

 

 

 



I. Suggested Methodology of Execution 
1. Public support for the project of listing all the central canals of Birmingham is sought by 

publicity 

2. Various authorities are brought on board to support the scheme in partnership; e.g. CRT, 

MPs, NT, BBC, HE, etc. 

3. BCC Planning Department is asked to be more sensitive to the ecological, historical and 

conservation needs of the canal network and therefore more selective about suitability of 

architectural styles and designs of canal margin architecture, rather than just the monetary 

gain to the city in council taxes etc. 

4. BCC Planning Department’s Conservation Team is to be asked to produce a recommendation 

to the city council for the extra 12km of the central canals to be made into Conservation 

Areas. Also, possible consideration given to the Lapal Canal project. 

5. The CRT scheme of teams of volunteers is extended and formalised into mapped zones of 

care. Their campaign to recruit more volunteers is supported by BCC. 

6. Rubbish bins are more ubiquitously placed and emptied regularly, rather than the apparent 

common practice of reducing numbers when a resident complains they are full. 

7. Areas and listed buildings of neglect are made more subject to the already existing 

legislation and brought under direct supervision and cleaned up 

8. Positive promotion by BCC concerning pride in the city to reduce litter, Graffiti, filth and 

abuse of the environment 

9. Security of the canal routes is increased: CCTV, patrols. Central government money is sought 

to affect this  

10. The Canals are used for more leisure purposes – BCC/ CRT could devise, publish & lead by 

producing running routes in preparation for 2022 and increase generic use; e.g. boating, 

canoeing, increase in tourist trips, educational seminars on the water. Bruges does this 

admirably. 

11. HS2 is coming to Birmingham and the proposed site will cross the Digbeth Loop. This is a 

golden opportunity to embrace the importance of the two means of travel that have both 

been so important to the city. 

12. An option to follow Manchester’s lead and take the proposal to the Regional Mayor’s Office 

and extend this scheme to all West Midland authorities. {Ref. 5} 

13. If the council is reluctant to support this proposal, the Secretary of State for National 

Heritage can designate in exceptional circumstances. These canals ARE a National Heritage. 
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APPENDIX 1 



HISTORIC ENGLAND OVERVIEW 

 

The outline principles of the HE paper: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 2. HISTORIC ENGLAND RELEVANT CONSERVATION AREA MAPS 

FOR BIRMINGHAM 

 

 
JEWELLERY QUARTER showing 1.5km canal included in zone. 



 
WARWICK BAR Conservation Area showing 1.5km canal included in zone 



 
EDGBASTON CONSERVATION AREA showing 2.6km length of canal in zone 

APPROXIMATE AREAS OF PROPOPOSED EXTENSION TO CURRENT CANALS IN CONSERVATION AREAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 – EXAMPLES OF CANALS FOR 

CONSERVING 

“BIRMINGHAM & WOLVERHAMPTON CANAL” 

 

 

 
Birmingham & Wolverhampton Canal approaching Lee Bridge 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BIRMINGHAM & WOLVERHAMPTON CANAL 

[All references are found on Map at end of this section; page ] 

   
1765–1700 BRINDLEY; BIRMINGHAM, WOLVERHAMPTON CANAL 1765- 1850 (TO SPON LOCKS) 

 
Example A. Birmingham and Wolverhampton Canal - overdue for designation as Conservation Area. 

(Courtesy of Richard Dean). 

 

(i). SHERBORNE LOOP {OOZELLS LOOP) 

This was the first part of Brindley’s level canal constructed in 1769 and whereas it now fronts Liberty 

Place, Watermarque and King Edwards Wharf, previously it was an important length of waterway 

with the Old Union Mill, and Speedwell Works, which were supplied by a separate feeder into the 

factory, a remnant that remains. Where Symphony Court stands today, there stood previously, the 

Nile Street Tube Works.  

 



  A. Sherbone (Oozells) Loop 2018 

 
O/S 1888 – Staffordshire LXXII NE 

   

GRADE 2 LISTED PROPERTIES {9 within the vicinity of Sherborne Loop} 

• 36, 37 Sheepcote Street, (Liberty Place) [HE.G2L] 

• Hudson Edmunds & Co (Liberty Place) [HE.G2L] 

• Paron Packaging Supplies (King Edwards Wharf) [HE.G2L] 

• Cottages 23 St Vincent St [HE.G2L] 

• Gate house to Round House 

B. 17-23 Grosvenor Street (Old Union Mill (grain) [LISTED HE.G2L]  

 



X. Speedwell Works. The canal limb still exists  

 

(II). MAIN LINE, LADYWOOD 

  

 C. Sheepcote Street Bridge [ LISTED HE.G2L]   

 D. Round House [National Trust property] [LISTED HE.G2L] 
 

  
E. Roving Bridges – There are four GRADE 2 LISTED on this stretch of canal 

 



 F. Church of St Patrick, Dudley Road [LISTED HE.G2L]  – The Wolverhampton Canal 

is in the foreground, NOT CA 

 

At the end of Rotton Park Street, where it meets the canal there is a large metal trap inside the gates 

next to the canal which houses a Victorian sluice, to empty excess water into the sewer, (possibly 

soon to be excavated and put back into use). NOT LISTED 

 

     
G. Rotton Park Street C. 1950 when Bellis & Morcom (L) & McKechnie (R) were thriving & 2018 

 

 
H. McKechnie advertisement 1929, Corner of Rotton Park St 

 

(iii). GREAT TINDAL STREET 

Brockhouse, Chatwin Precision Ltd (Victoria Works) 



   
I. Victoria Works [LISTED HE.G2L] 

     
U.    Borax Starch Company NOT LISTED 

 

 

ST VINCENT STREET 



   
 

 
J. Midland Bakery in low centre of photo with Round House to left, Victoria Works Mid right. Birmingham 

Wolverhampton Canal runs left to right 

 

 



(v). LADYWOOD MIDDLEWAY 

Icknield Station & Monument Lane Coal Wharf 

  
K. The station of Icknield Port Road. Birmingham Wolverhampton Canal runs from left lower 

corner of photo parallel to railway. The large factory works of Bellis & Morcom are top left 

 

(vi). LEDSOM STREET 

  
L. Canal edge of Bellis & Morcom (Biddle & Webb auction rooms are now the building on the 

left). Previously occupied by a Bed spring company. NOT LISTED. {Ref. 21} 



 
Major Machines shop, Belliss & Morcom 

 

  
Ledsom Street 



(vii). MAIN LINE GOING NORTH WEST 

 

  
Telford’s Main Line looking SE from Soho & Icknield Loops junction. 2 HE.G2L roving bridges [E.] 

O. Buttress in Canal (Harborne Railway Line) adjacent to Northbrook Street NOT LISTED or CA 

 

 
O. Birmingham Wolverhampton Main Line looking SE, showing Harborne Railway line canal buttress (on left) and closed 

bridge under Northbrook Street where the line ran 

 

 

   
P. Disused industrial turntable on canal edge NOT LISTED Wild life has moved in 

 



 
Q.  Lee Bridge bearing Dudley Road dating from 1826  - NOT LISTED 

 

 
R. Winson Green Bridge NOT LISTED  

 

   
S. North end of Soho Loop, Roving bridge & remnants of Toll House island (photo etc.  Ray Shill) NOT LISTED 

 

 



 
T. Edgbaston Reservoir feeder culvert of Engine Arm by Winson Green Toll House 2010 NOT LISTED 

 

 

 

 

(viii). ICKNIELD LOOP & RESERVOIR 

  
N. Workshops & Stores at Rotton Park Loop Maintenance Yard [ALL GRADE 2 LISTED] 

• Superintendent’s Office at Rotton Park Loop Canal Maintenance Yard 

• Stables at Rotton Park Loop Canal Maintenance Yard 

• Covered Dock at Rotton Park Loop Canal Maintenance Yard 

• Crane at Rotton Park Loop Canal Maintenance Yard 

 

    
Bellis & Morcom using both sides of the Icknield Loop      Same junction, 2018 

 

 



Other items near ICKNIELD LOOP & RESERVOIR 

Inlet from Titford Pool reservoir – Dam - Buddhist Temple - Waterworks Tower - Observatory Folly 

[NONE LISTED] 

 

  Y. Edgbaston Reservoir showing the Waterworks Tower, 

favoured by Tolkien in Lord of The Rings as one of the Twin towers NOT LISTED or CA 

 

  
 

 

 

(ix). SOHO LOOP 

 

 Factories between Western Road & the Soho Loop NOT LISTED 



 
M. All Saints Hospital (now Winson Green Prison Quarters) [LISTED HE.G2L] 
 

Brindley’s Old Main Line used to snake between the old Dudley Road, All Saints, Summerfield, 

Isolation Hospitals now a much changes frontage but still taking in City Hospital and alongside the 

old All Saints Hospital and Winson Green Prison that still has its arched bridge that originally gave 

direct access inside. 

 

Partway around the Loop, an arm goes off northwards forming the Hockley Port Basin, which in its 

heyday was an important link with Matthew Boulton’s Soho Works and his residence at Soho House, 

for it terminated at Soho Wharf, now an industrial park on Wharf Lane, close to Park Lane. This was 

the perimeter of Boulton’s estate at Soho. 

 

   
V. Hockley Port.  NOT LISTED or CA     W. The Soho Loop; Winson Green Bridge.  

                          A haven for wild life. NOT LISTED or CA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(x). KEY TO SITES ON AND AROUND BIRMINGHAM AND WOLVERHAMPTON CANAL (courtesy of 

Richard Dean 1989) 

 



A. Sherborne (Oozells) Loop 

B. Old Union Mill {Grade 2 Listed}  

C. Sheepcote Street Bridge {Grade 2 Listed} 

D. Round House (National Trust) {Grade 2 Listed} 

E. Numerous Roving Bridges over canal  {Grade 2 Listed} 

F. Church of St Patrick, Dudley Road {Grade 2 Listed} 

G. Rotton Park Street, home of Bellis & Morcom Large Workshop (now demolished) 

H. Site of McKechnie Works (now demolished) 

I.  Victoria Works (in poor state of repair) {Grade 2 Listed} 

J. site of previous Midland Bakery 

K. site of Icknield Station  & Monument Lane Coal Wharf (bay still present) 

L. Giant Site of Bellis & Morcom, manufacturers of giant engines 

M. All Saints Hospital, now offices of Winson Green Prison & landscaped park {Grade 2 Listed} 

N. Various Maintenance Workshops etc of CRT {All Grade 2 Listed} 

O. Old Harborne Railway line with decaying central buttress in canal 

P. Industrial narrow-gauge rails & turntable on towpath in poor state of repair 

Q. Lee Bridge bearing Dudley Road high above 

R. Winson Green Road Bridge dating from 1826  

S. Roving Bridge & remnant island of Toll House 

T. Rotton Park Reservoir feeder conduit leading to Engine Arm & beam engine in Smethwick 

U. Borax Starch factory 

V. Hockley Port, previously continued to Soho Wharf, close to Matthew Boulton’s  Soho House 

W. Soho Loop, previously part of James Brindley original canal dating from 1768 

X. Speedwell Works (bedsteads etc) 

Y. Edgbaston Reservoir (Rotton Park)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 3 

BIRMINGHAM AND FAZELEY CANAL 

as 

CONSERVATION AREA 

 

 
Kingston Row, unique Grade 2 Listed canal side cottages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 4 

BIRMINGHAM AND FAZELEY CANAL as CONSERVATION AREA 

A. TURN JUNCTION TO SUMMER ROW – NOT IN CONSERVATION AREA 

 

      
BIRMINGHAM & FAZELEY CANAL SHOWING CANAL NOT IN CONSERVATION AREA – TURN JUNCTION 

TO SUMMER ROW INCLUDING TOP FOUR LOCKS OF FARMERS FLIGHT   

Enclosed in Red = proposed Canal Conservation Area 

Enclosed in Green = already in Conservation Area [Jewellery Quarter] - Black Triangle = Grade 2 

Listed Property or Item 

The Birmingham and Fazeley Canal is a mixed bag of good, bad & downright ugly. The first section 

from Turn Junction to the Summer Row Brdige is now well-restored and maintained with the need of 

renovation and modernisation of The Flapper Pub. A recent application by the owner for a 12 storey 

tower block of 66 apartments caused a storm of objection that went viral with a petition being 

created that attracted over 11,000 signatures. Added to which local residents felt this plan defied all 

decency and respect for the community, the mews of Grade 2 listed premises of Kingston Row. This 

cannot be ignored by the Planning Department of Birmingham City Council. An attempt to have the 

adjacent Flapper pub put on the List failed, in part as Historic England felt the premises had 

undergone numerous unsympathetic changes since 1969, when it was built. Added to which, HE 

declared that” Birmingham City Council were in favour of the development.” The community 

accepted the decision on the basis of the lack of architectural merit but were incensed by the 

suggestion trhat BCC had already decided to condone the destruction of the pub without a public 

Planning hearing. Having been alerted by this inappropriate and insensitive application, the 

community are now prepared to fight any further monsters  and will greet further attempt of 

Vandalism by Consent with a similar defence.  

 

(i). CAMBRIAN BASIN 

The Cambrian Basin was designed in the 1960s and laid out with four residential towers set back 

behind a mature parkland of strategic trees, walkways and amenities. {See Appendix 4} The current 

sad state of the waterside pub, The Flapper is the result of lack of investment by the owner and 

constitutes Vandalism by Neglect to add to the fray of dishonour to this community. It is interesting 

to note that allegedly, Virgin Rail, in its advertising for travelling to Birmingham, gives The Flapper as 

a venue to visit. This zone of Kingston Row, James Brindley Walk, The Flapper site, Cambrian Basin, 

the parkland known as Civic Close is in serious need of being designated as a Conservation Area as a 



prime example of the 1960s vision of blending 18th century residences with a historic canal basin and 

20th century housing. It already contains 8 Grade 2 Listed items in a tight space. Now that virtually all 

sites have been rebuilt, it could take in a wider area to the north of the canal with all the low-level 

20th and 21st centuries domicle architecture. 

 

  
Google Earth view of Kingston Row & Cambrian Basin, B1 

 

   
Ancient cobbled James Brindley Way (between Kingston Row & The Flapper), 2018 & c.1950 - UNLISTED 

 

This ancient basin, today called Cambrian Basin but previously Crescent Wharf on a bifurcation of 

two water routes, one down the Farmer’s Flight of locks and ultimately to Fazeley and the other, a 

limb into the heart of the city, flanked by warehouses and workshops. The site of the Flapper pub on 

the edge of Cambrian Basin, was recently in danger of being gentrified by the development of a 12-

storey block of 66 flats. This would clearly alter the whole ‘evidential, historic, aesthetic and 

communal’ ambience of the site. Currently, the danger remains with the developer withdrawing his 

application to redraft. 



Cambrian Basin c. 1955  

 Cambrian Basin 2010 

Whereas it is appreciated that a pub erected in the late 1960s is now architecturally tired and 

requiring tender loving care to its fabric, it is of a dimension more suitable to its location than a 

tower block of elite residences. Furthermore, it was built at the time of a forward looking council 

who juxtaposed into an ornamental park, 4 modern towers of residences (set back from the canal 

and therefore not a dominating feature) with 6 renovated Georgian mews cottages and a 

contemporary community pub, which at that time had one of the original wharf bays running at right 

angles to the canal in which floated a  narrow boat bar. Life has now moved on but the need for this 

conceptual planning has not. This green corner of central Birmingham is itself worthy of being 

created as a Conservation Area.  

 Cambrian Basin c.1950 



 c. 1960 (Phyllis Nicklin) 

 Cambrian Basin 2018 

 

 
Kingston Row & Birmingham & Fazeley Canal with Arena Birmingham in distance. 2016. The white building on the right, 

Canal Offices although 18th century and apparently intact is NOT LISTED, whereas those to the left are as 1-6 Kingston Row 

 

 



 

 
Picturesque Cambrian Basin with moored narrow boats, sensitive lighting and the destination pub; The Flapper 

 

 

 
Kingston Row & Birmingham & Fazeley Canal with Arena Birmingham in distance. 2016. The white building on the right, 

Canal Offices although 18th century and apparently intact is NOT LISTED, whereas those to the left are as 1-6 Kingston Row 

 

 

LISTED PROPERTIES & ITEMS IN VICINITY OF BIRMINGHAM & FAZELEY CANAL NOT INCLUDED IN 

CONSERVATION AREA (15) 

32 King Edward’s Road, B1 {List UID 1219299} 

6 & 8 Edward Street, B1 {List UID 1210667} 

14 Edward Street, B1 {List UID 1075621} 

Austin Court; 79 Cambridge Street, B1 {List UID 1343365} 

Ladywood West Tunnel (under Arena Birmingham) {List UID 1076318} 

 

 



   
1-6  Kingston Row {List UID 1076276, 1343103 }        2 cranes (one missing) {List UID 1076278} 

 

 Roving Bridges 4 {List UID 1343082, 1343104, 1343098 & 

1219515} & Lock keepers Toll Office {List UID 1076277} 

 

Top four locks of Farmer’s Flight – NOT LISTED     

 

 

 

B. SUMMER ROW TO SNOWHILL BRIDGE – IN CONSERVATION AREA 

 

INSIDE CONSERVATION AREA – JEWELLERY QUARTER (10) 

Canal Warehouse, (off Charlotte Street) {List UID 1391264} 

Coffin Furniture Works {List UID 1380231} 

Rayboulds Foundry, Fleet Street {List UID 1380232} 

144 Newhall Street {List UID 1392797} 

Queens Arms Public House, corner of Charlotte Street {List UID 1392799} 

Assay Office, Newhall Street {List UID 1392798} 

37-39 Ludgate Hill {List UID 1392742}, B3 

23 Ludgate Hill{List UID 1391312} 

21 Ludgate Hill {List UID 1343093} 

Public Toilets built into Snowhill Bridge Arch, Livery St/ Lionel St {List UID 1247006} 

 



 

 
BIRMINGHAM & FAZELEY CANAL SHOWING CANAL IN JEWELLERY QUARTER CONSERVATION AREA - 

SUMMER ROW TO SNOWHILL STATION BRIDGE 

 

C. SNOWHILL BRIDGE TO ASTON LOCKS 

 

GRADE 2 LISTED ITEMS OUTSIDE CONSERVATION AREA 

37 & 38 Princip Street, Lower Loveday Street {List UID 1219996} 

Premises occupied by Brytek Polishing Company, Princip Street {List UID 1343122} 

Newhall Pen Works, Moland Street {List UID 1391127} 

Number 7 Lock, Aston Canal Flight with Footbridge {List UID 1276277} 

Barker Bridge {List UID 1219463} 

 

 

  
 Barker Bridge, Lower Loveday Street {List UID 1219463} from the west & from the east 



   
 

 
 

 

   
Aston Locks – NOT LISTED EXCEPT LOCK 7 WITH BRIDGE 
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DR. EDWARD HISCOCK (Ted) - 2018 
1 Kingston Row, Birmingham B1 2NU 

D of B:  05.09.46   Age 64  Male Wife: Kate 

0121.236.8659  edwardhiscock6@gmail.com  www.tedhiscock.com   0797.625.1931          

Qualifications: MB. Ch.B. [Birm.] 1971 

1973 – 2012 General Medical Practitioner at The Dove Medical Practice,  B23  

2012 – present Artist: Painter & Sculptor www.tedhiscock.com 

Education: 

1966 – 1971  Medical School, University of Birmingham, UK 

1963 – 1965  Foster’s Grammar School, Sherborne, Dorset 

1960 – 1963  Wellington School, Wellington, Somerset 

1955 – 1960  Exeter Cathedral School, Exeter, Devon 

Committee Wo rk & Other Honorary Appointments: 

Between 1983 & 2012 at various times:  GP representative on a variety of medical committees: North 

Birmingham Health Authority - North Birmingham Health Authority’s AIDS & HIV Counsellor - GP 

Advisor to Dir. of Public Health for NBHA HIV Control Team - National GP representative on 

Department of Health’s United Kingdom Advisory Panel for HIV & Virus Infected Health Care - Workers 

[UKAP], the advisory panel to Expert Advisory Group on AIDS [EAGA} - DoH; Watchdog Group for 

“Clinical Involvement in Contracting”   - AGUM National Committee - DoH Sexual Health & HIV Strategy 

Data Group - National Chlamydia Screening Programme Steering Group - National HIV Service 

Commissioning Advisory Board - National Strategy for Sexual Health & HIV Review Group for update 

of the strategy under MedFASH & Independent Advisory Group to the Government for STI & HIV; 

chaired by Baroness Gould - West Midlands Regional GP Champion for Chlamydia (DoH) 

Educational Work: 

Part-time lecturer on the various aspects of ‘GUM and general practice’ over the years, predominantly 

GPs, practice nurses & medical students, but also to other groups on numerous pre and post-graduate 

courses.  

Research & Publications: 

2 dozen medical publications in national and international journals 

Non Medical Authorship: 

• “Gone Are the Days -  The History of Little Aston” Storm (1988). ISBN 0-7467-0010-5 

• “Roussillon; The Forgotten Vineyard” text of 50,000 words etc. A critical appraisal of the 
wines of Roussillon, France. [manuscript 2000] 

• “Hiscock’s Grand Tour: War Diary of a Bank Clerk” (2015).  ISBN 0-9781-9123-9610 

• “Twelve Generations: Seven Families” (2018). ISBN 9-7819-1230-9528 
Interests: 

MUSIC: formerly, founder member of CBSO Chorus & 1st Chairman 1975-80- member of CBSO 

Management Board 1977-80 - piano playing, orchestral, jazz 

THEATRE & CINEMA  

ART (Oil painting, the Impressionists and beyond) – 2ND Career   www.tedhiscock.com 

• Numerous international sales and exports. 3  solo exhibitor Exhibitions 2004, 2006, 2012 at 
Number Nine the Gallery, Brindleyplace, Birmingham. 

• 2 solo & 2 joint exhibitions in Pyrenées-Orientales, France 

• 2005–2007 Chairman of Friends of Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery during which tenure, 
in  2006  24th May Hosted HRH the Duke of Gloucester at a Civic Reception in 
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery in recognition of 75 years of existence of the Friends 

WALKING the canals of the West Midlands & the Pyrenees 

EH/ July 2018 

mailto:edwardhiscock6@gmail.com
http://www.tedhiscock.com/
http://www.tedhiscock.com/

