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Tens of thousands of people are 
expected to turn out at this year’s 
sandwell and Birmingham Mela.

It’s described as the UK’s biggest 
Asian festival – and organisers have 
promised this year will have the 
biggest-ever line up.

Mela is an Asian word for a fair, 
festival or other public event organ-
ised to celebrate a special occasion.

The festival is a weekend extrava-
ganza in the heart of the community 
that promises to bring us the sights, 
sounds and spicy aromas of south 
Asia.

It combines live music perfor-
mances, stalls, food, arts, community 
showcases, workshops and a funfair.

There were 70,000 people at the 
event in 2016.

In March 2017, Indian television 
broadcaster Zee network UK signed a 
partnership with Remarkable events 
to be the new sponsor.

More than 100 performers are set to 
perform across three stages including 
music acts Zack Knight, sudesh 
Kumari, Dilpreet Dhillon, Deep Karan, 
Kadam Verma, sultana sisters and 
many more.

UK pop artist Roma will also be 
attending, and folk artists Manmohan 
Waris, Kamal Heer and sangtar are 
coming over from Canada.

Bollywood actor Tiger shroff will be 
taking to the main stage at the mela 
for the first time.

And with Tiger playing a diehard 
Michael Jackson fan in the dance flick 
Munna Michael, fans can expect him 
to show off some of his smooth moves 
in a tribute to the deceased megastar.

Meera and Abhishek from TV show 
Chupke Chupke will be meeting fans.

Thre will also be a bazaar of more 
than 100 stalls offering world food, 
fashion, jewellery, arts, crafts and 
services.

Danny singh, event director, said: 
“The mela is a great opportunity for all 
communities to come together and 
celebrate south Asian culture in the 
heart of the UK.”

It takes place in Victoria Park, 
smethwick, B66 3nJ, tomorrow and 
sunday, from noon to 7pm each day. 
Gates open at 11.30am.

Tickets are £1 per person for one 
day, £2 for the weekend, under 2s get 
in free. You can also get a £50 VIP 
ticket. Tickets can be purchased 
online from the mela website or from 
the gate. event parking is available in 
Victoria Park at £5 per car.

UK’s biggest 
celebration of
Asian culture

The Mela had 70,000 visitors in 2016 

MUSIC

Other star perfOrmers
Lithuania’s most famous female singer, 
Viktorija Gecyte often works out of Paris and 
has a formidable international reputation and 
she will be accompanied by the Gene Perla 
Trio. 

Legendary American bassist Perla has 
played with Woody Herman, sarah Vaughan, 
sonny Rollins, Miles Davis and nina simone.  

Other international acts to enjoy include 
Pepper and the Jellies (Italy), Les Zauto 
stompers de Paris, Florence Joelle, Cyril and 
Leila Duclos and the Benoit Viellefon Hot  
Club (all France), the Busquitos (nether-
lands), the University of south Florida Jazztet 
and Lisa Mills (both UsA) – not to mention the 
multinational mix of the Duved Dunayevski 
Quartet from Israel, Australia, UsA and UK.

Jazz City UK
This new Big Bear CD will be on sale during 
the festival at a special, reduced rate of £6 
instead of £10.

It has been dedicated to the memory of 
Humphrey Lyttelton, the festival’s inspiration 
and patron from 1985 until his death in 2008 

(Digby Fairweather is the current patron). 
Jazz City UK brings together recordings 

dating from 1990 to 2015 by various popular 
bands, most of whom will be appearing in 
2017.

More recent favourites Tipitina and the 
Whiskey Brothers are joined by the all-time 
Birmingham Festival favourite, King Pleasure 
and the Biscuit Boys, and Val Wiseman’s Billie 
Holiday tribute.

There’s also a man of mystery – nomy 
Rosenberg, gypsy guitarist extraordinaire, who 
played Birmingham at the peak of his 
international success and has now disap-
peared from the music scene.

frOm beginning tO end
The festival’s opening performance features 
the Julian Marc stringle Quartet at sandwell 
Arts Cafe (noon, Friday, July 14) and it will 
close with Les Zauto stompers De Paris 
(France) from 9pm on sunday, July 23 at the 
Hampton by Hilton.

For more details and the full festival 
programme visit www.birminghamjazzfesti-
val.com

1. Ukulele workshops (pictured) – free classes 
for all ability levels run by Ukulele Rocks
2. Barber shop singing – in barbers’ shops! 
The Anvil Chorus and Classmates sing 
elsewhere, too!
3. The boogie woogie barrister – Emma 
Jonson is putting her briefs aside for the 
keyboard!
4. Cigar box guitar demonstrations and 
workshops – Chickenbone John is ‘‘the 
Godfather of Cigar Box Guitar’’.
5. Pianist and former MP John Hemming 
rehearsing The Jazz Lobbyists.
6. Urban Sketchers taking their pencils and 
sketch-pads to every corner of the festival.
7. Dance workshops in the Lindy Hop, 
Jitterbug and Jive styles.
8. Photography masterclass with award-
winning Dutch photographer Merlin Daleman.
9. Films on the big screen in the Bierkeller 
entertainment complex.
10. Jazz in museums and afloat – with other 
diverse venues ranging from Harvey Nichols 
to a bank.

10 things you won’t be expecting 
to see at this year’s Jazz Festival

Digby Fairweather

The Whisky 
Brothers

Les Zauto 
Stompers de Paris

Django’s Castle


