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The Birmingham Jazz Festival is tuning 
up for its 33rd year.

Set to run from July 14 to 23, the 2017 
event will run across 86 different 
venues and showcase 210 perfor-

mances – 198 of which will be free.
The festival is also changing its name for the 

second year running to reflect its growing 
appeal across the region.

Solihull became an official part of the 
festival’s name last year and now Sandwell is 
coming out to play, too.

So the 33rd Birmingham Jazz Festival has 
been officially rebranded as The Birmingham, 
Solihull and Sandwell Jazz Festival 2017 with 
the Black Country venues including various 
libraries as well as Sandwell Park Farm, 
Dartmouth Park, haden hill Park and Light-
woods Park.

Festival director Jim Simpson said: “The 
festival has seen many changes and develop-
ments since we launched it in 1985, but one 
thing always stays the same and that’s the 
remarkable quantity of free admission jazz in a 
huge range of venues.

“We also have some surprises in store, from 
daily lunchtime concerts on the terrace behind 
the Mailbox to Digby Fairweather with Chase 
Jazzmen at hampton by hilton.”

here’s some of the highlights of the festival 
not to be missed...

The hoT Club Comes To Town
The legendary hot Club style of Django 
Reinhardt has never been so popular as it is 
today, more than 60 years after his death in 
1953.

The Belgian-born, French jazz guitarist is 
celebrated throughout the world, from the hot 
Club of Tokyo to the hollywood movie Sweet 
and Lowdown, and is the subject of a 2017 
French biopic, Django. 

Many of europe’s top young guitarists in the 
hot Club style will be converging on Birming-

ham for the festival. 
Django’s Castle from Barcelona return, 

featuring the amazing Pere Soto and Josep 
Traver. 

The Benoit Viellefon hot Club are now 
London-based, but Cyril and Leila Duclos are 
arriving from Paris – and the hot Club of 
Jupiter are travelling from even from further 
afield. 

Other UK contenders are the violin-driven 
Sarah Barnwell Quartet and the festival’s 
current favourite guitar hotshot Remi harris, 
fresh from his stint with the Jamie Cullum 
Band. 

The FesTival hub
Around The World in the Bierkeller entertain-
ment complex in Broad Street is the site of this 
year’s Festival hub. 

every afternoon from 2pm-5pm, the main 
room will be given over to jazz talks, instru-
mental workshops, soundies and shorts and 
one full-length film. Look out for much-loved 
classics – all with jazz-related subjects – such 
as Some Like it hot, The Blues Brothers and 
Pete Kelly’s Blues, with jazz personalities 
dropping in to introduce them or chat about 
them. 

Ricky Cool’s Blues harmonica Workshop will 
lead on to Cadillac Records about the Chess 
record label (July 16) and Swing era 
will demonstrate the Lindy hop 
before The Cotton Club (July 
22). 

And on Thursday, July 20, 
don’t miss piano professors 
Justin Randall and Dom 
Pipkin talking and playing 
the music of New Orleans’ 
piano giants before the 
showing of the film biog of 
James Booker, The Bayou 
Maharajah.  Also known as The 
Black Liberace, he was summed 
up by Dr. John as “the best black, 

gay, one-eyed junkie piano player genius New 
Orleans has ever produced”. 

Show your festival programme from 
2pm-5pm and you will get 25 per cent off food 
at Around The World.

The lower broad sTreeT 
PhilharmoniC
This all-star group of six leading jazz musicians 
will play seven free admission gigs over the last 

three days of the festival.
Bryan Ferry fans might spot some 
familiar faces.

Jim says: “They will reflect the 
robust semi-arranged 

Dixieland that the great eddie 
Condon served up at Nick’s 
Restaurant in New York – 
and which, incidentally, he 
brought to Birmingham 
Town hall more than half a 

century ago. 
“It’s in that spirit that Bruce 

Adams, Ian Bateman, Vasilis 
Xenopoulos, Dave  Newton, Dave 

Green and Steve Brown kick off their 

seven-date schedule at the Mailbox on 
Thursday lunch-time.

“Between them they have a list of British Jazz 
Awards as long as your arm.”

ella FiTzgerald’s CenTenary
This year would have seen the 100th birthday of 
probably the most influential singer in the 
history of jazz, ella Fitzgerald, born in Newport 
News, Virginia, on April 25, 1917. 

ella’s career will be celebrated throughout 
the jazz festival by some of the finest UK 
singers in her style – including Birmingham’s 
Judy Blu and Coventry’s Sheila Waterfield.

Other performers will include Suzi Woods, 
emma Smith, Debbie Jones of Tipitina, 
Florence Joelle from Paris and Viktorija Gecyte 
from Vilnius. 

Look out, too, for Birmingham’s Roy Forbes 
who many believe to be the finest male singer 
in the UK.

roCk veTeran
The Steve Gibbons Band will be playing the 
Blue Piano on harborne Road, edbaston on 
Saturday, July 15 (tickets £10).
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