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FOR PEOPLE LIVING & WORKING
CLOSE TO THE SITE FOR
THE LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM
CHAPTER 10 WINTER 2011

GET IN TOUCH
To receive future issues of The Site by email, or to receive it in a different format, please contact us on the helpline number
below. Please also feel free to complete a neighbour satisfaction survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/thesitesurvey

For more details on the Library of Birmingham project, including artist’s impressions, videos and facts and figures visit
www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham

Please Remember to use our Project Helpline Number: 0800 138 5651 for any issues with the site.

www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham

ESCALTORS, TRAVELATORS & SCENIC LIFT

WELCOME TO CHAPTER 10 OF THE
LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM NEIGHBOURS

BULLETIN, BROUGHT TO YOU BY CARILLION
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL’S CONSTRUCTION

PARTNER FOR THE LIBRARY PROJECT

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES SINCE AUGUST 2011

WINTER 2011: THE BUILDING ENCLOSED

Since the summer the appearance of the
Library of Birmingham site has changed
dramatically. The façade and golden panels on
the two archive floors are now in place, and
the metal filigree reaches to level 7.

With so much progress being made to the
building envelope the interior has also changed
significantly, with the floors now becoming
enclosed and protected from the worst of the
weather. This has allowed major progress on
the first stage installation of the mechanical,
electrical, partitioning and flooring works.

Meanwhile, around The REP, work is also
progressing well. The structure for the new link
building leading from the Library into the
original REP arched entrance foyer is complete.
The new structural frame at the back of The
REP is also well under way.

Some major project milestones have been
achieved since our last issue of The Site. The
Topping Out ceremony, to mark reaching the
highest point of construction, was held in
September, and attended by the people who
work  on  site,  as  well  as  our  client  and
neighbours. The event was featured on the
local news. Interest in the project remains high
and some recent notable guests included our
own Prime Minister with his Netherlands
counterpart, Mark Rutte – see picture below.
The next milestone will be the removal of the
last crane – scheduled for early 2012.

In the meantime, we hope you find this issue
of The Site interesting and remind you of the
monthly ‘The Snapshot’ on the notice boards.

Please also remember the 0800 138 5651
contact number or online ‘neighbours survey’ if
you would like to leave comments – details on
the back page; we welcome your feedback. In
the meantime, may we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Simon Dingle, Operations Director
Carillion

Over 300 guests watched the Topping
Out Ceremony on 14th September, which
was featured on Midlands Today. BCC
Leader Mike Whitby laid the final
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Cover photo – the first panel of the metal filigree is fixed into place on the 10th August.

The REP structural frame is taking shape along Cambridge
Street. We are using a mobile crane to erect the steel
frame,  as  the  tower  crane  is  still  in  high  demand.  The
picture left shows the progress mid November.

Did you know? Since we started work in Centenary Square
we have worked 720,000 person hours on site building the
library; this continues to be without serious accident, which
is a great achievement.
So  far,  over  2300  people  have  been  involved  in  the
construction phase on site. This is in addition to the
numerous consultants and designers who do not work
frequently in the site offices as they are based elsewhere.

They  will  now  be
protected, as works
continue around
them, until the
building is complete.

The picture left shows how the atrium at level 2
looked in mid November, with the escalators in
position. At this level the book rotunda will form a
full circle rising over three levels.  The travelator
to the top of the picture was installed in six
sections and lifted into place using large
temporary cranes. The picture below shows the
scenic lift being lowered into place in September.
These finished items need to be installed so soon
in the build process because of their size, and
amount of temporary works required to fit them.

concrete on the roof of the building,
assisted by Butah Singh Mahal,
concrete foreman, who laid the first
concrete foundations in early 2010.
Actors from The REP and the Black
Voices Choir performed in the
amphitheatre to the crowd.



COMMUNITY AND CHARITY WORK UPDATE
,
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We are planning to decorate the viewing window
this  year  for  the  festive  season.  Year  2  of  Nelson
Primary School have kindly decorated a box with a
hand made nativity scene. Their work is fantastic
and we will be proud to display this over the
Christmas holidays. The box, waiting to be erected
in the window, is pictured below.
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In September we opened the gates for a weekend to support Arts Fest. The city-wide event
attracted crowds into Birmingham, and over the weekend we provided talks from the viewing
area inside the site compound to approximately 300 visitors.  The event was a huge success
with much excitement around the project. Pictured above is Sinead Mackenzie with one of the
groups.

COMING SOON – WHAT’S NEXT?

Next  year  will  see  the  glazing  to  the
ground floor of the library installed along
the front and down Baskerville Walk. The
last tower crane will be removed in early
2012. Work on site will be mainly inside
the building on the interior fitting out.
The  rotunda  on  the  roof  will  be  clad  in
gold coloured panels and the
Shakespeare Memorial Room (SMR), in
the existing library, dismantled and
rebuilt into this position. The cladding to
the REP extension will also commence in
February, allowing fit out inside to begin.

Patrick has been with Mecanoo architects
for 11 years now, and has worked on
many public buildings like schools, a
sports hall, a children’s day care centre,
offices, a railway station, hotels and
theatres before he started on the Library
of Birmingham project. He’s been involved
from the beginning and will be here untill
completion.
He’s really focused on quality and
scrutinises the samples of materials the
project receives whilst reviewing options.
As he says: “for the Library of Birmingham
it simply has to be the best!”

Patrick Arends

Project Architect

Mecanoo

The project has been continuing its charity work and
over the summer held a raffle and charity golf day
sponsored by the project and our subcontractors. The
donations and money raised totalled over £1500. This
was donated to the Lord Mayor’s Charity, which
supports a number of local charities. She is
photographed in August receiving the cheque (right.)

Kevin McCloud
visited the site in
October to see
the changes
since his previous
visit last year. He
discussed the
architecture of
Birmingham and

OTHER EVENTS SINCE LAST ISSUE

troops busking on site – again to
raise money of course. The duo rose
to the challenge gallantly, and the
crowd  paid  for  them  to  cease!  In
total the efforts for a bit of light
hearted fun raised nearly £500 for a
good cause.
Pictured, are some of the EMCOR
team playing table tennis. The table
was donated from the PING event,
which ran across Birmingham during
the summer, as thanks for our
assistance with stocking the
Centenary Square tables with bats &
balls – it forms a great breakout
area over lunch for a bit of healthy
fun for the workforce!

the Considerate Constructors Scheme (CCS) to which the
project is registered. The goal of the CCS is to raise
standards and appearances of the construction industry; they
carry out 6 monthly audits to monitor compliance on
registered sites. We are proud to have increased our score by
1/2 mark each time for our three audits, scoring 39 out of 40
earlier this year – we have just had our fourth audit and are
hoping for another good result! Ivor attended site to warn
children from Nelson Primary School of the hazards
associated with construction. He also judged a competition to
build the tallest Lego tower. You can see from the picture
(left) that he was a big success with the children. We also
now have a “Hunt the Hazard” board erected just inside the
viewing window, highlighting dangers on construction sites.

In support of Breast Cancer Awareness, mechanical and electrical delivery partner EMCOR,
organised a charity event. The EMCOR guys on site were sponsored for wearing a pink hard hat
for the month of October to raise money. All hats returned will be reused for next year – but it
would seem many have become attached to their pink one! In the site office a competition was
held, with the prize being half an hour’s time of the EMCOR Contracts Manager, Andy Walker, and
Carillion’s Simon Dingle. The winner decided that the best use of their time was entertaining the
ffr

Ivor Goodsite
visited the project
once again in
September. Ivor
is the mascot of
the

pointed out landmark buildings from the roof of
the Shakespeare Memorial Room, pictured above
left.

CHRISTMAS 2011!

that time the emergency contact number for
security is 07866 229309 should there be need to
report anything or you have a concern. The site
security will be present at all times over the closed
period.

Over the holidays
the  site  will  be
officially shut
down from the
afternoon of the
23rd December,
and reopen on the
morning of the 3rd

January. During
that

Photo left;
the rotunda
which will
house the
SMR on the
roof is built,
taken in
October.


