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GET IN TOUCH
To receive future issues of The Site by email, or to receive it in a different format, please contact us on the helpline number
below.
For more details on the Library of Birmingham project, including artist’s impressions, videos and
facts and figures visit www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham

Please Remember to use our Project Helpline Number: 0800 138 5651 for any issues with the site.

www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham

SINCE THE LAST ISSUE THE FLOORS
HAVE REALLY STARTED TO TAKE
SHAPE RISING UP AROUND THE TWO
STAIR CORES – AND A SMALLER
CRANE JOINS THE TWO GIANTS
TALLER

WELCOME TO CHAPTER 7 OF THE
LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM NEIGHBOURS

BULLETIN, BROUGHT TO YOU BY CARILLION
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL’S CONSTRUCTION

PARTNER FOR THE LIBRARY PROJECT

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES SINCE DECEMBER 2010

FEBRUARY 2011: THE FLOORS CONTINUE – ONE PER MONTH

Welcome to issue seven of The Site newsletter.

Since our last issue in October 2010 the Library
of Birmingham construction site has entered a
new phase with The Rep Theatre now included
within the site footprint. This is in readiness for
the second part of The Rep demolition from
February, which will see the rear part of the
building taken down & planned refurbishment
work starting. The Rep Theatre Company has
issued  its  first  ever  offsite  programme  as  it
sets off on an adventure across Birmingham.

Concreting remains the main construction
activity on the Library structure, with work now
concentrating on the floor slabs. Great
progress has continued to be made in the
winter months and we are now starting the
concrete pour for the third floor. This pattern
will be repeated every month until the top floor
is reached.

The poor weather leading up to Christmas
caused much disruption across the UK and our
site  was  no  exception  as  it  was  covered  in  a
blanket of snow. However, despite the extreme
weather conditions, we were able to continue
to pour concrete even on the coldest days. This
was achieved by pre-heating the concrete prior
to delivery to site, and then protecting it from
the cold until it hardened; allowing the busy
programme to continue and targets to be met.

With the building structure now exposed high
above the site hoardings, work continuing on
the frame and another phase of The Rep works
starting, the next chapter of the project will
involve  a  period  of  intense  activity.  We  will
bring  you  an  update  on  our  progress  in  the
next issue of The Site.

In the meantime, we hope you find this issue
of The Site interesting and informative and that
you continue to follow work as it progresses
through ‘The Snapshot’ and viewing window.

Simon Dingle, Operations Director
Carillion

The picture to the right taken early in
December shows the basement level which has
now been cleared of most of the temporary
supports required whilst the concrete reached
full strength.

In the last issue we discussed the second floor
level arches. These are now nearing
completion; the picture below from January
shows them being stripped of the shuttering
(blue) used to cast them.
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The picture to the left taken late November
2010 shows the view of the first floor taking
shape with the basement below. Contrast this
to the bottom picture that now shows the
third floor temporary supports being
prepared.

Cover photos - top, REP hoarding; bottom, 2nd floor concrete works

The picture on the right, taken in late January, shows
the third crane. At a much lower height and with a
shorter reach, this will assist construction of Stair
Core C, adjacent to the REP Theatre. The second
floor is partly constructed and the third floor has
commenced.  There  will  be  a  public  terrace  at  this
level offering superb views across the city.



PROJECT SUCCESSES FROM THE
END OF 2010
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TELL US WHAT YOU THINK…

The construction project now has an online survey
which we invite all our neighbours or interested
members of the public to complete. We are keen to
hear your views about how you think we are doing
and how we have impacted upon your lives.

The questionnaire will only take 10 minutes of your
time,  you  do  not  need  to  leave  your  details  if  you
prefer not, and your views really do matter to us;
please take time to tell us what you think. Go to:

www.surveymonkey.com/s/thesitesurvey

2010 – OUR SECOND YEAR ON SITE IS OVER WHO’S WHO IN THE CARILLION LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM TEAM

The Library of Birmingham site based team raised £115 before
Christmas by agreeing to donate money to the Birmingham
Children’s Hospital charity rather than sending each other
Christmas cards.

We also raised £110 for Children in Need and supported the Poppy
Appeal by collecting donations from our office staff and visitors.
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KEEP UP TO DATE!

Remember that more information is available about the
project on www.LibraryofBirmingham.com, but also it
now has its own facebook and twitter pages where you can be
kept informed of developments and apply to become one of
the “Faces”. Recently added you will find a link to a computer
generated virtual flythrough of the library to allow you to
experience the design and feel of the building. Take a visit,
go to: www.facebook.com/libraryofbirmingham
www.twitter.com/LoB2013

COMING SOON – WHAT’S NEXT?

For the first half of the year, the main activity will be the construction of the floor slabs. Each floor
layout is different as the central atrium is offset to the floor below as the building rises, and the
floors also become smaller in area as the external terraces are formed.

As part of the regular feature in this section, the graphic below is from our programming software,
which develops a virtual construction project to visualise the sequence of events for the planned
construction process, and assists our planners to identify challenges in the planned sequence.

Charles is responsible for managing the
construction process, and is supported by
the site operations team who coordinate
the site building work. They take pride in
delivering the highest quality build, whilst
ensuring a stringent safety regime and
striving to minimise our local impact.

He  joined  the  Library  team  in  Oct  2009,
having worked on numerous projects for
Carillion over the last 40 years. Projects
include some abroad, as well as notable
developments in Birmingham, such as Star
City and the ICC.

Charles Baldwin

Project Director

Carillion

This view shows the planned
progress around May 2011. The
7th floor is in mid construction;
columns which will support the 8th

floor are highlighted green.

The third floor terrace is visible at
the front of the building. There
will be some site cabins placed at
this level to provide additional
facilities for the site workers
during construction.

A number of hoists will  also be in
place. These are temporary lifts
that will allow materials to be
lifted and distributed around the
floors to fit out the building.

Sinead joined the Library of Birmingham
team 12 months ago. Having worked in
business development for Carillion in the
region,  she  was  keen  to  take  on  a  more
operational role.

The  focus  of  her  role  at  the  Library  is  to
provide work placements for 250 local
people and 75 apprentices on the project.
She also raises awareness of construction
in the city through events with schools,
teachers, recruiters and local people.
Sinead finds the interest and enthusiasm
of the children a rewarding part of her job.

Sinead
Mackenzie

Employment and
Training Manager

Carillion

During November we managed to hit our target
for apprentice opportunities on the project.
Working in partnership with the Construction
Skills National Skills Academy for Construction
(NSAfC) and Birmingham City Council (BCC) we
celebrated reaching our first target to help 25
young people from the city. They worked with
our skilled subcontractors’ workforce on site to
assist with the building work. We are aiming to
maintain this commitment each year, providing a
total of 75 new apprentice starts to the project
during the construction phase.

Apprentices celebrate success above:  At  the  back,
Dan  Harvey,  Next  row:  Levi  Lee,  Aaron  Raymond,
Patrick Raymond, Dean Capewell. Middle row: Sam
Pounton,  Nicardo  Ireland,  Matt  Berry.  Front  row:
Brandon Dean, Sher Ali Khan, Andrew Hall, Aaron
Carmicheal. Front: Sheridan Arlington


