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To receive future issues of The Word by email, or to receive it in a different format, please contact us on
0121 303 2454 or e-mail us at library.of.birmingham@birmingham.gov.uk
For more details on the Library of Birmingham project, including artist’s impressions, videos and
facts and figures visit www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham

Please Remember to use our Project Helpline Number: 0800 138 5651 for any issues with the site.
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SINCE THE LAST ISSUE THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE TWO CORES
HAS BEEN COMPLETED. COMPARE
THESE PICTURES WITH THOSE FROM
THE AUTUMN NEWSLETTER

WELCOME TO CHAPTER 6 OF THE
LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM NEIGHBOURS

BULLETIN, BROUGHT TO YOU BY CARILLION
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL’S CONSTRUCTION

PARTNER FOR THE LIBRARY PROJECT

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES SINCE AUTUMN 2010

WINTER 2010/11: STRUCTURE RISES; TWO STAIR CORES COMPLETE, FLOORS COMMENCE

Welcome to the 6th issue of this Newsletter; we
are  now  in  the  97th week of our appointment
for the Library of Birmingham. Since the last
issue, the result of our efforts has become
more visible with the completion of the two
stair and lift shafts (Cores A and B) towering
above the hoarding.

In the area of the REP that was demolished,
excavation  work  is  now  complete.  Core  C  is
smaller and will be constructed using more
traditional forms of construction; it will rise out
of this area in conjunction with the floor slabs.

During the coming months you will see a
repetition of works as the concrete floors are
formed. The first process is to erect temporary
supports for the working platform and
shuttering for the concrete, from the floor
below. The slab will then be prepared and
poured. Once the concrete has gained
sufficient strength, some of the supports will
be removed and used above as the sequence
restarts one floor higher; one floor per month
is the plan.

The last few months have seen numerous
events take place around the project, notably
the Conservative Party Conference which was
hosted in the ICC. This brought with it a lot of
media interest to the area – there is more
about this within this newsletter.

We have erected nine large poppies around the
site hoarding in readiness for Armistice Day.
These are larger than the average poppy, as
you can see from the picture – a pin won’t hold
these in place!

Finally,  we  hope  that  we  have  been  as
unobtrusive as possible during 2010, and that
you find this newsletter and the viewing
window displays of interest. Look out for
updates as we progress through the winter.

Simon Dingle, Operations Director,
Carillion Building

This aerial photograph shows progress in
September this year. Construction of Core
A is complete and Core B can just be seen
at ground level.

The amphitheatre location is visible as the
darker circle within the basement area to
the front of Core A.

In this shot from late October, Core, B has reached full
height. The shutter has recently been removed from the
top, and that will be the last of the ‘slipform’ method of
construction.

Clearly visible is the temporary propping (falsework) that
will allow the construction of the first floor slab.

The basement area is also visible below the ground floor
and the structural columns can be seen in their silver
coloured shuttering in between more props. The rest of
the infill slab that will re-instate Centenary Square has yet
to be cast to form the circular amphitheatre.
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The picture to the left taken late in August
this year shows the foundations of Core B
being constructed, and excavation works still
ongoing adjacent to The REP.
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Also during the last period, we have continued site
visits and tours; two of which included school
children from Nelson Primary School, local to the
project.

We arranged for Ivor Goodsite to give the children
a talk on construction site safety, explain some of
the activities that they could see and the potential
dangers involved. They also built a Lego tower;
the tallest and most stable was judged by Ivor as
the winner.

The children loved the visit and left with a Bob the
Builder style hard hat and various other goodies!

OCTOBER 2010: WHAT A MONTH! WHO’S WHO IN THE CARILLION LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM TEAM

Kevin McCloud from Grand Designs was also
in the area and he was invited to visit the site
and comment on the iconic design of the new
library. He is seen being filmed by the BBC to
the left; his thoughts were broadcast on
Midlands Today, BBC 1.

Other visitors during the week included Ed
Vaizey, Minister for Culture and the Leader of
Birmingham City Council, Mike Whitby.

Over two days, nearly 100 “VIP’s” visited the
site.
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Apprenticeships and construction training have also continued
in partnership with the Employment Access Team. We have
now hosted four “Get into Construction” two week courses on
site. Students learn the skills required to safely work in the
industry; they are pictured left learning bricklaying skills.

Apprentices wear orange hats on site to signify that they are
young persons and require a higher level of supervision.
Supervisors wear black hats, which can be seen clearly across
site, to signify that they are the first point of contact for that
work gang or activity.

COMING SOON – WHAT’S NEXT?

The project now concentrates on the construction of the floor slabs. In the next few months floors 1
and 2 will be constructed.  The floors require a considerable amount of preparation before the
concrete is poured, especially where there are arches to construct in concrete at second floor level,
which will be a feature in the final state.

The refurbishment of the REP will also commence in early February after their Christmas season has
closed. This will mark a new phase for the project as the hoardings are extended.

Michael joined the team in September to
lead Sustainability and Communications.
He is a Chartered Civil Engineer and has
worked for Carillion for 10 years, starting
as a trainee engineer.

He has worked on a number of projects
within Birmingham including King Edwards
Wharf and Birmingham Business Park. He
has recently completed a project for the
MoD in Nuneaton.

He enjoys construction because of the
changing nature of the projects, bringing
with it different challenges and scenarios.

Michael Winhall

Sustainability and
Communications
Manager

Carillion

The graphic to the left is an extract from
our programming software. It was
discussed in a previous issue of the
newsletter, but briefly it develops a virtual
construction project. It helps to visualise
the sequence of events for the planned
construction process, and assists our
planners to identify sequence errors.

This  view  shows  the  second  floor  in
construction around Christmas 2010. The
arches discussed are visible near to the
stair core, and the columns rising upto the
third floor have also commenced. Parts of
the  first  and  second  floors  are  still  to  be
completed near the REP. The central
atrium  is  visible  as  curved  voids  in  the
slabs, between the cores.

Gwyneth was first involved with the
Library of Birmingham project during the
tender process, and has worked on the
project since Carillion was appointed.

Gwyneth has been with Carillion for 24
years, working on many local projects,
including the ICC & Brindley Place.

She is responsible for the financial aspects
of the project; appointing subcontractors,
agreeing their Contracts, valuing and
paying for work and agreeing the account
and contract issues with our Client.

Gwyneth Shirley

Commercial
Manager

Carillion

AS MENTIONED IN THE INTRODUCTION,
OCTOBER WAS AN INTERESTING AND
EVENTFUL MONTH.

The Conservative Party Conference was held at the
ICC and the close proximity to site meant interest
in the project was high.

The Prime Minister, David Cameron had a tour and
then stopped for a cup of tea and a chat with the
workforce in the site canteen, pictured right. We
were pleased to receive a personal letter of thanks
from him for everyones efforts during the week.

Liaising with police was also vital to ensure
continued work on site; by the end of the week the
police unit had become part of the team.


